
Greenhouse gases, climate change 
and climate protection – one term 
plays a key role in all of these topics: 
carbon dioxide, or CO2. It is generated 
during the combustion of carbon-
containing substances, including all 
fossil fuels. Our answer: energy 
efficiency and switching to renewable 
energy systems.

The 1.5 °C Goal
WACKER supports the agreement of the 
2015 UN Climate Conference in Paris 
as an important step in limiting climate 
change. In addition, WACKER is part  
of the UN's "Race to Zero" initiative for 
climate neutrality and is committed to  
the Science Based Targets initiative  
(SBTi). 

WACKER as a Corporate Citizen
We want to significantly contribute to 
climate protection and leave a world 
that’s worth living in for future genera-
tions. We value the efforts and ideas of 
young people who are making themselves 
heard through such initiatives as the 
Fridays for Future movement. As a scien-
tific-technical company, we support the 
views of Scientists for Future: climate  
protection is an essential component of 
our sustainability strategy.

Our Products for Climate Protection 
Many of our products help save energy  
or harness renewable energy. One exam-
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ple is our hyperpure polysilicon for photo-
voltaic modules with which we are con-
tributing to the success of the energy 
transition. Our edge: WACKER’s polysili-
con has the lowest specific CO2 emis-
sions in production and is particularly  
efficient compared to conventional  
power generation based on fossil energy 
sources.

We are Focused on Energy Efficiency 
With our highly integrated production 
systems, especially at our largest sites in 
Burghausen and Nünchritz, we are con-
stantly streamlining our processes as 
regards maximum material usage and 
energy efficiency.

Carbon Footprint as a Key  
Management Tool
We use the Group’s carbon footprint to 
monitor the effectiveness of climate  
protection measures. As well as direct 
emissions (Scope 1), we track indirect 
greenhouse gas emissions from procured 
energy (Scope 2), and all emissions pro-
duced along the supply chain (Scope 3). 
We have been reporting this data to the 
CDP since 2007. 

Clear Targets Are Setting the Course
We want to continue to better ourselves:
•	Reduction of absolute CO2 emissions  

by 50% by 2030 (base year: 2020, 
Scope 1 and 2, global)

Avoiding High Energy Costs
With our power plants at Burghausen and 
Nünchritz, we produce energy (electricity 
and steam) ourselves, making us less  
dependent on external electricity prices. 
Competitive energy costs are essential  
for sustainable production in Germany.  
National tools for pricing energy or CO2 
emissions must not lead to further distor-
tion of competitive conditions, which is 
why we are in favor of a continuation of 
certificate trading (ETS) and internationally 
agreed tools.

We Are All Involved
We can only meet the worldwide chal-
lenge of climate change in close coopera-
tion with suppliers, customers, associa-
tions and politicians, ideally on a global 
level. We are all involved – from product 
development to production and shipping. 
And, not least, as consumers.

CREATING TOMORROW’S SOLUTIONS

FACTSHEET SUSTAINABILITY 
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The data presented in this medium are in accordance with the present state of our knowledge but do not absolve the user from carefully checking all supplies immediately on receipt.  
We reserve the right to alter product constants within the scope of technical progress or new developments. The recommendations made in this medium should be checked by preliminary  
trials because of conditions during processing over which we have no control, especially where other companies’ raw materials are also being used. The information provided by us does  
not absolve the user from the obligation of investigating the possibility of infringement of third parties’ rights and, if necessary, clarifying the position. Recommendations for use do not 
constitute a warranty, either express or implied, of the fitness or suitability of the product for a particular purpose. 77
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Wacker Chemie AG, Hanns-Seidel-Platz 4, 81737 Munich, Germany, www.wacker.com/contact, www.wacker.com

https://reports.wacker.com/2018/sustainability-report/production-safety/energy.html
https://reports.wacker.com/2018/sustainability-report/wacker/kpis.html
https://www.wbcsd.org/
https://reports.wacker.com/2018/sustainability-report/management/goals-outlook/production.html
https://www.cdp.net/en/companies/companies-scores#446647786929955804cc9a3a08ef1eb4
https://reports.wacker.com/2018/sustainability-report/management/goals-outlook/products.html?search-highlight=portfolio%20assessments
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